
Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil, 4:30 pm  

Sunday, 10:00 am 
 

 

Weekday Masses 

Monday-Friday, 12:00 pm 

Saturday, 8:30 am  
 

 

 

First Friday Devotion 
12:00 pm Mass, followed by  Adoration,           

Prayers, Confessions and the Rosary. 

 

 

First Saturday Devotion 
8:30 am Mass, followed by  Adoration,  

Prayers, Confessions and the Rosary 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Saturday, 3:30-4:20 pm 

Sunday, 9:30-9:50 am 

or by appointment 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 pm, includes      

Exposition, Confessions, Chaplet of     

Divine Mercy and Benediction  

St. Thomas More Mission  
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  



CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

Church Office  

2825 West 81st St., Chicago, IL  60652 

Ms. Joyce Fitzgibbons, Receptionist/Admin. Asst. 

Phone 773-436-4444 – Fax 773-778-9087  

 
Mission Director  

Fr. Derran Combs, OFM, PhD 

frderran.stmm22@gmail.com  

773-436-4444, Ext.  13 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.                         

Friday – Sunday Closed 

 
           Social Media  

           Visit our official Facebook page at:  

St. Thomas More Chicago 

Website address: 

http://stthomasmorecatholicchurch.org/ 

 

 
Registration for Church Membership  

New parishioners should register at the Church  

office. 

 
Religious Goods Store 

Open on the third weekend of the month. 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism  

Please contact the church office to schedule a           

baptism. 
 

Marriage  

Contact St. Bede-St. Denis for marriage  

preparation  773-884-2000. 

 
Funeral 

Contact the Church office for funeral  

arrangements. 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please submit all announcements for the weekly            

bulletin to Fr. Derran before 10:00 a.m. on  

Mondays.  
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

SUNDAY, November 20 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

10:00 am    †Augustine Aguanunu 

      For the parishioners of St. Thomas    

    More Mission 
               

MONDAY, November 21 

Preservation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:00 pm    Rich Schumhl (Healing) 

 
 

TUESDAY, November 22 

St. Cecilia  

12:00 pm    For the parishioners of St. Thomas    

    More Mission 

       
WEDNESDAY, November 23 

6:00 pm     

         
THURSDAY, November 24 

St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Thanksgiving 

9:00am      For the parishioners of St. Thomas    

     More Mission 

 
FRIDAY, November 25 

12:00 pm    †Kenee Billings 

      †Jeannie O’Donnell 

 
SATURDAY, November 26 

8:30 am   Carmen & Raphael Alejandre 

     

      
(Vigil Mass) 

4:30 pm   Maggie Hallock (Birthday Blessings) 

     For the Repose of the holy souls in      

   purgatory  

           

http://stthomasmorecatholicchurch.org/


 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 
“CONFESSING VENIAL SINS” 

 November 20, 2022 
 

  
An excerpt by Msgr. M. Francis Mannion, Our Sunday Visitor, 2010. 

 
[The distinction between mortal and venial sins is as valid today as it ever was. 

Mortal sin is that which is so serious as to fundamentally compromise one’s relation-

ship with God, others and self. Venial sin involves less serious matters, and it does not 
compromise one’s moral integrity in the way that mortal sin does. I would estimate, as 

a confessor, that the vast majority of sins that people confess are venial sins. Knowing 
whether one has committed a mortal or venial sin demands careful examination of con-
science and discernment of heart and soul, as well as a determination of the degree of 

knowledge and consent involved in the sin. 
 

While the Church has always held that sacramental confession is required as the 
normal means of reconciliation with God after mortal sin, it strongly urges that Catholics 
have recourse to confession for all sins. Certainly, venial sins are forgiven through 

means other than confession (such as fasting, prayer, almsgiving and good works); yet 
confession is a privileged mode for the forgiveness of venial sins. 

 
Mortal sins are easier to identify than venial sins. In the early Church, the three 

major sins were apostasy, murder and adultery. It may be that most Catholics do not 

often commit sins that can be described as mortal. However, venial sins are very fre-
quent, though often more vague than mortal sins. One can identify venial sins more 
readily through an examination of conscience concerning the good deeds that one has 

failed to do. Through an examination of conscience, one can discern the ways in which 
one has failed morally. 

 
A Catholic should never feel reluctant to go to confession for the forgiveness of ve-

nial sins. Nor should a priest ever make someone feel awkward when he or she has no 

mortal sins to confess. One of the primary roles of a confessor is to assist people in the 
identification of their sins. For that reason, if one is not sure what one should confess, 

then the assistance of the priest should be sought.] 
 

Here at St. Thomas More, the primary scheduled time to celebrate the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation is on Saturdays, from 3:30 p.m. to 4:20 p.m.  Additional reconciliation 
times are offered when a priest is available such as Sunday mornings, 20 minutes before 

the 10:00 a.m. Mass, Thursdays during the holy hour of adoration after the noon Mass, 
and during the First Friday and First Saturday devotions.   

       

--Fr. Derran        



 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS! 

  
Sunday, December 4th is our annual St. Nick’s 

breakfast after the 10:00 a.m. Mass in Donlan 
Hall (lower level of the church).  Pancakes and 
sausage will be served.  St. Nick will be there to 

visit with the children and will be available for 
photos.  There will also be a toy raffle.  A free will 

offering will be collected for this event.  Hope to 
see you there! 

• OPEN HOUSE AND BAKE SALE will be held on November 20 after the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass.  Come and see how the old convent has been transformed into new space for 
our religious education classes, evangelization office, and other faith formation 

programs.  Our Religious Education children will also be selling baked goods and a 
few handmade arts and crafts. 

 

• YOUNG ADULT MEETING 

     Monday, November 21, 5:30 p.m., Mission Center 
 

• LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY Cancelled due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

• VIGIL MASS FOR THANKSGIVING 

     November 23, 6:00 p.m. 
 

• THANKSGIVING MASS 

     Thursday, November. 24, 9:00 a.m. 
 

• UPCOMING NEW ALTAR BOY TRAINING 

We need additional altar boys at our Weekend Masses!  Our first training session 

will be on Saturday, December 3 at 5:30 p.m. (after the 4:30 p.m. Mass). If your 
son, grandson, or nephew has made his first Holy Communion and is between the 

ages of 8 & 18, then they are invited to attend this first training session. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Elizabeth of Hungary was born in 1207. She married Prince Louis 

when she was 14 and had four children. She is the patroness of hospitals 

because she built a hospital near the castle where she lived and took care 

of the poor and the sick daily. She is also the patroness of bakers, beggars, 

brides, charities, and homeless people. She is often depicted holding 

bread because she fed countless poor people. She died on November 17, 

1231 at the age of only 24 and was canonized less than four years later! St 

Elizabeth of Hungary, please help us to imitate your piety, charity and 

love of the poor. 

This week in Religious Education at St. Thomas More… 

 

The students had an All Saints’ Day party on Sunday, October 30. Everyone came dressed as 
their favorite saint! We painted pumpkins, decorated cookies, destroyed a dragon piñata and 
devoured tasty treats. The students also learned the Catholic background of celebrating All 
Hallow’s E’en and the history of trick or treating. A great time was had by all! 

 

The First Communion students are learning their prayers and are doing remarkably well! We 
have been studying the Baltimore Catechism and learning about the Church Triumphant, the 
Church Militant and the Church Suffering. The Confirmation class is busy reviewing the Cat-
echism and learning more advanced prayers. They are beginning to understand what it 
means to be a soldier for Christ, studying the lives of saints as they discern which saint they 
will choose as their Confirmation patron. 

 

For our prayer focus, we will be reciting the prayer of St. Gertrude and offering extra sacrific-
es for the Poor Souls in Purgatory during the month of November, which is dedicated to re-
lieving the Poor Souls of their intense suffering. We hope to gain many new intercessors in 
heaven by praying for those who can no longer pray for themselves. Join us in this great act 
of charity by reciting this short prayer daily: 

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union 

with the Masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in Purgatory, 
for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the Universal Church, those in my own home 

and within my family. Amen.  

 

**Upcoming event in Religious Education: You all are cordially invited to our first open house 

on Sunday, November 20 after the 10:00am Mass. See what our new classroom space 

looks like in the Mission Center, and enjoy some hot coffee or cocoa and some fall treats as 

well. There will be baked goods and a few craft items for sale, hand made by the students. All 

proceeds will go toward our Religious Education program. Please mark your calendar and 

be sure to stop by – we are excited to show you our classroom! 



 

 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
November 20, 2022 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 
It’s not unreasonable to think that if God wanted to make a statement he could do so in a very dramatic way. Af-
ter all, he spoke through a burning bush that didn’t actually burn, parted the Red Sea, sent manna to the Israelites 
from the sky, cured lepers, healed the sick and cast out demons. All of that is pretty dramatic stuff, and they made 
statements! Now, Jesus hangs dying on a cross. He has been referred to as a king. Considering all of the miracles 
Jesus did in his short time on earth, isn’t one more in order? If Jesus came down off of the cross, defied death, 
and parted the waters of suffering and death, onlookers, believers and unbelievers alike, would take notice. It 
would prove who God is and show us what God wants us to do. Or would it? 
 
Great spiritual masters remind us not to focus on miracles or consolations received from God. They can distract 
us. Doing anything other than what Jesus did would distract humanity as well, misplacing our focus. It’s not 
about a miracle, at least not the dramatic kind people are eager to see. It’s about something more profound. It all 
goes back to where it began for the earthly Jesus. God becomes one with humanity in Jesus Christ. All that goes 
into being human is holy and blessed, and that becomes a place where God is born, again and again. God, through 
Jesus, tells us to hold firm to all of the experiences of being human, the joys and the wonders, the disappoint-
ments and the failures. 
 
God’s lesson is found in Jesus’ vulnerability. It is only when we are vulnerable that we learn how to love.  When 
Jesus breathed his last, God’s unconditional and tender love was realized. Jesus always had a soft spot for the 
weak, lost, vulnerable, and broken. God wants us to come to Him freely, not because we have witnessed some 
fantastic display of prowess. God desires that we find Him through who we are, as our hearts and souls direct. 
This will mean that our love is authentic as it will be born of the heartache, pain, and turmoil that are a part of 
life. The fragments of our lives need to be made whole. Our fragmented king, Jesus Christ, is the only one who 
can help put the pieces together. 
 
©LPi 
 



 

 

Janet Abramic 

Sandy Badke 

Crispin Bofinger 

Sarah Dalton 

Elaine Eberhardt 

Jim Flaherty 

Sandra Halper 
William & Theresa Jendzio  

Daniel Jiminez 

Maria Jiminez 

Rebecca Jiminez 

John Kniecik 

Cathy Lahart 

Kenneth Novickis 

Celeste Phifer 

Tricia Quasthoff 

Len Reilly   

Phyllis Spizzirri 

Mary Tadda 

Ken Watterson 

William Quasthoff   

  PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL FOR THE SICK 

Omnipotent and eternal God, the everlasting Salvation of those who believe,                                                  

hear us on behalf of Thy sick. 

   FOR ALL WHO SERVE IN THE  MILITARY         

  INCLUDING: 

PFC Michael Chesna, Marines 

MSG Kevin Daley 

Cpl. Brian Husum 

AZ2 Marcellus J. Lane - R.I.P. 

PVT. Andy Oziemkiewicz 

PFC. Luis Rosales 

LCPL. Xavier Rosales 
 THANK YOU FOR OUR FREEDOM! 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

St. Thomas More Church  

November 6, 2022 
 

Sunday Collection: $2,911.32 

2nd Collection (Building Fund): $860.85 

 

OUR FINANCES ~ Your Gifts Matter 

 


